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1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 6-17 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-3 and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

The newly added limitation "actual objects" in the June 20, 2005 amendment 
does not have proper support in the originally filed specification. 

The specification discloses "real parts" (paragraph 0003), "actual device" 
(paragraph 0007), "actual substantive content" (paragraph 0013), "actual things" 
(paragraph 0023), "real-life items" (paragraph 0024), "real object" (paragraphs 0025 
and 0028), and "object" (paragraphs 0026, 0027, and 0032). However, the specification 
does not clearly define each term shown above. There is no way of distinguishing if they 
are referring to the same or different object, part, thing, device, content, and/or item. 
Having said that, "actual objects" is not disclosed and it is not clear whether the actual 
object is same or different from any or all of the above listed object, part, thing, device, 
content, and/or item. 
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The specification also fails to disclose "a unit actual object". Paragraph 0007 
discusses "a unit shape", however, the specification does not teach a unit actual object. 

Paragraph 0029 states that "The figure 5 embodiment may also use the 
techniques in Figure 3, 1 .e., it may recognize geometric shapes, in addition to real 
object. It appears that there is no difference in processing geometric shapes as to 
processing real object. The examiner believes the reason there is no difference 
between geometric shapes and real object is whether to call a ball, a ball, a circle or a 
sphere. Not only the "actual objects" in view of the specification not clear as to exactly 
what the "actual objects" are, but it is clear shapes and objects are treated the same 
way and processed the same way as discloses in the specification. Please explain. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 4 "the recognized part" does not have proper antecedent basis. It is 
not clear what the "recognized part" is. 

Claim 9 has the same problem as indicated above in claim 1 

Claim 8 depends from a canceled claim 5. The scope of the claim cannot be 
determined at this time. 

Claims 2-3, 6-7, and 10-13 variously depend from an indefinite antecedent claim. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 6, and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Matsugu et al (US Patent No. 6,463,176). 

As per claim 1 , Matsugu teaches a method comprising: analyzing an image to 
recognize actual objects within the image (column 11, lines 59-67); and replacing 
recognized actual objects within the image by an indication representing the recognized 
part (column 1 1 , line 67-column 1 2, line 6). 

As per claim 2, Matsugu teaches providing individual part information indicative 
of how the actual object within the image differs from a unit actual objects (column 12, 
lines 19-column 13, line 23). 

As per claim 3, Matsugu teaches individual part information includes information 
about size and orientation of the actual objects relative to the unit actual objects 
(column 13, lines 26-35). 

As per claim 6, Matsugu teaches obtaining information about subparts of the 
actual object (32 in figure 3), 

As per claim 9, Matsugu teaches an image analyzing device, comprising: an 
image obtaining device, obtaining a n electronic file indicative of an image (A1 and A7 in 
figure 1 A); a database, storing a plurality of image parts representing likely parts which 
may exist in the image (A10 in figure 1A); and an image processing device, processing 
the electronic file to recognize parts within the electronic file that correspond to the 
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image parts in the database (A8 in figure 1A and column 4, lines 34-43), and to provide 
a modified electronic file, indicative of the image, which replaces the recognized parts 
with indications representing the recognized parts based on information in the database 
(column 6, lines 36-44). 

For claim 10, see claim 2. 

For claim 1 1 , see claim 3. 

For claim 12, Matsugu teaches recognizing actual objects in the image, and finds 
image parts in the database which correspond to the actual object (column 12, lines 56- 
64). 

For claim 13, Matsugu teaches storing information indicative of other objects in 
the image which may be appear near the actual objects, and wherein the image 
processing device processes the electronic file to look for the other objects (column 13, 
line 57 -column 14, line 32) 

5. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Iwane 
(US 2002/0106135). 

As per claim 14, Iwane teaches a method comprising: analyzing an image 
against a database, to find portions of the image which are present in the database, and 
to replace the portions of the image which are present in the database with information 
based on the image in the database (paragraphs 0196-0214 and paragraphs 0238- 
0265); and storing a list of image which are not found in the database to be later used to 
update the database (paragraphs 0266-0270). 
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As per claim 15, Iwane teaches sending the list of image portions to a database 
developer (paragraph 0238-0262). 

As per claim 16, Iwane teaches analyzing comprising compressing the image 
using information in the database (paragraph 0004). 

As per claim 17, Iwane teaches obtaining updates to the database to the 
database from the database developer (paragraph 0270). 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Auty et al (US Patent No.5,809,161). 

As per claim 1 , Auty teaches a method comprising: analyzing an image to 
recognize actual objects (column 5, lines 13-17); and replacing actual objects within the 
image by an indication representing the recognized part (column 5, lines 23-26). 

As per claim 6, Auty teaches obtaining information about subparts of the actual 
object (column 6, lines 3-5). 

As per claim 7, Auty teaches the subparts include text information (column 6, 
lines 26-30) 

As per claim 9, Auty teaches an image analyzing device, comprising: an image 
obtaining device, obtaining an electronic file indicative of an image (column 4, lines 53- 
58); a database, storing a plurality of image parts representing likely actual objects 
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which exist in the image (49 in figure 6 and column 6, lines 11-12); and an image 
processing device, processing the electronic file to recognize actual objects within the 
electronic file that correspond to the image parts in the database (42 in figure 6 and 
column 5, line 63-column 6, line 20), and to provide a modified electronic file, indicative 
of the image, which replaces the recognized actual objects with indications representing 
the recognized parts based on information in the database (column 5, lines 18-26 and 
column 6, lines 31-43). 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ichige et al and Ciolli et al are also cited 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yon Couso whose telephone number is (571) 272-7448. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7429. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



YJC 

March 5, 2006 




YOftJ.COUSO 
PHWIJARY EXAMINER 



